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COULD PROFESSOR RAO have written papers, 
year after year, at the rate of two publications per 
month? Most scientists could not even average a 
thorough read of two scientific papers each month, 
let alone writing at that speed.  
Indian Express, March 5, 2012 

dance of his authorship averages out to 30 papers and a book for each year. The question is, even leaving aside 
the books, could Prof. Rao have written papers year after year, at the rate of two publications per month? Most 
scientists could not even average a thorough read of two scientific papers each month, let alone writing at that 
speed.  

The C.N.R. Rao episode puts the spotlight on scientific misconduct in India, particularly involving research 
publications and books. As research and development accelerate in a variety of fields in India, plagiarism is on 
the rise, says Prof. K.L. Chopra, who heads the Society for Scientific Values, an independent New Delhi-based 
watchdog which works towards upholding ethics in Indian science. Since the case involving Prof. Rao became 
public, there has been a spurt of complaints of plagiarism to the society, said Prof. Chopra, a former director of 
IIT Kharagpur.  

Seven fresh cases have been reported to the Society in the last 10 days and most of the cases involve prominent 
Indian scientists. Prof. Chopra, who says the Society offers a service to the public, is bollixed and challenged by 
the gush of recent complaints. The Society’s findings only serve to bring moral pressure on the culprits and 
have no legal bearing but  

 



Page 8 of 8 

 
 

 

 


